Isozyme profiles of Trypanosoma cruzi stocks from Colombia and Ecuador.
A total of 74 of 82 domestic Rhodnius prolixus from the same locality in eastern Colombia were found to be infected with Trypanosoma cruzi or T. rangeli. One of three domestic Triatoma dimidiata from Ecuador also showed T. cruzi infection. A total of 59 T. cruzi stocks from these and five other localities in Colombia were isolated from man, marsupials and triatomine bugs. Cellulose-acetate electrophoresis of nine or ten enzymes characterized all T. cruzi stocks as zymodeme 1 (reference clone Silvio X10/1). Differences in electrophoretic patterns between the newly isolated stocks and the zymodeme 1 standard were seen with the enzymes G6PD and HK. These results are in agreement with the previously described geographical distribution of T. cruzi zymodemes. Stocks were isolated from both low and high altitudes and there was no evidence of adaptative significance of T. cruzi enzyme polymorphism.